INTRODUCTION
In the course of a study of blood group specific substances in boar seminal plasma a red cell agglutinating factor has been demonstrated in the seminal plasma of the boar. Some of the preliminary observations on the nature of this haemagglutinating factor are reported here.
MATERIALS AND METHODS
Semen was collected by means of artificial vaginae from a number of animal species housed at the Animal Research Station. Boar semen was immediately strained through layers of muslin to remove any gel present. The gel-free fluid was then centrifuged at 5°C and the sperm-free seminal plasma supernate used immediately or stored at -20°C until required. Spermatozoa were prepared from fresh semen by centrifuging and washing with 'Sperm Ringer' solution (Mann, 1964, p. 347) . Boar vesicular secretion was obtained from freshly excised seminal vesicles by expressing the fluids after dissection of the organ.
Boar epididymal semen was obtained from freshly excised epididymides, following the method of Lasley & Bogart (1944) as described by Walton (1956 Three millilitres of boar seminal plasma was extracted with successive 1 ml quantities of anaesthetic ether at -65°C with vigorous shaking during the freezing process (Macfarlane, 1942) . A considerable quantity of a thixotropic gel was produced which was presumed to consist largely of denatured glycoprotein and which greatly reduced the total protein in solution. For these reasons the method did not appear to be very promising and was not pursued. (Boursnell, Johnson & Zamora, 1962) The presence of lipoprotein in boar seminal plasma has been shown by Bennett (1963 Bennett ( , 1965 but it seems to have no connections with the factor. There is now additional, clear evidence (Boursnell, Nelson & Cole, 1966; that the agglutinating factor is not a lipoprotein, but that it is associated with certain other minor protein components of the seminal plasma.
It is obviously necessary to enquire why the haemagglutinating factor occurs apparently only in the seminal plasma of the boar, why it does not agglutinate boar spermatozoa as well and, indeed, what its significance is. It is hoped that further investigations will help to elucidate the mechanism of the haemagglutination and the reason why boar spermatozoa remain unagglutinated in the presence of this factor. It is also hoped to be able to report a method of purifying the components present in boar seminal plasma which are responsible. With the aid of these purified fractions it should be possible to embark on a detailed and
